Southwest Acupuncture College
Finding Full Text Articles Online Through EbscoHost
EbscoHost is the online access software used at SWAC to provide full text journal articles. It is available
directly at http://search.ebscohost.com/or through the Online Resources link on Populi, the SWAC
library catalog at https://swac.populiweb.com/library/catalog/index.php.
You will need the user ID and password, both of which are displayed on the yellow posters near the
computers in the SWAC library. Please do not inform non-SWAC people of the ID or password as
possible legal difficulties will ensue.
When you go to the Ebscohost page this is what you see:
(Picture 1)

User ID and password should be familiar territory.
Once the user ID and password have been accepted you will see this:

(picture 2)

You have a choice of databases here. Medline is the database for all medical information. It is western
medicine based from the U.S. National Library of Medicine. There is still coverage of TCM/OM
journals, however you just have to be very precise in searching. A list of the journals covered by
Medline is here: http://www.ebscohost.com/titleLists/owh-fulltext.htm
AltHealthWatch covers alternative medicine, including TCM/OM, naturopathy, homeopathy, and others.
Coverage is not as broad as Medline, and note that full text availability is not as complete as Medline,
only starting in 1990. The list of journals covered by AltHealthWatch is here:
http://www.ebscohost.com/titleLists/awh-coverage.htm
The following examples are all drawn from AltHealthWatch.
We are skipping the simple search option because it is very straightforward and intuitively obvious.
Both databases being quite large, we recommend the advanced search (linked just below the basic search
box) option that looks like this:
(picture 3)

Numbers 1 and 2 in picture 3 give you several options:

(picture 4)

Number 1, picture 3: Select a field- how wide a net do you want to cast? “All text” means it searches
everything for the terms you are looking for. A lot of hits, but perhaps not very precise. TI, or title would
be very precise, but perhaps miss a lot of possibilities. What we recommend as the best compromise is
AB- the article abstract. If the results are meager you can always broaden the search.
(picture 5)

Numbers 2 and 3, Picture 3: Boolean Logic. In really simple terms Boolean Logic works like this in
searches:
AND- both, or all of the words you want have to be present to get a hit. Cats and dogs and felines and
canines will get you hits in which all four search terms are present. In library terms, a search with a lot
of precision.
OR- if any word you plug in is present you will get a hit. Which means you are as likely to get a return
about venetian blinds as opposed to information about vision impaired residents of a city in northeast
Italy. In library terms, a search with a lot of recall.
NOT- this means that you are not interested in containing this word. So, radiation NOT nuclear will

produce hits on everything to do with radiation except nuclear radiation. Or, “Traditional Chinese
Medicine” NOT herbal, will exclude the herbal aspects of TCM. In AltHealthWatch it looks like this:
“Traditional Chinese Medicine” = 2301 hits
“Traditional Chinese Medicine” NOT herbal = 1701 hits.
Searching without the quotes around traditional Chinese medicine produces a slightly larger (26 items)
data set. Generally speaking the use of quotes will make for a more precise search- essentially it looks
for the terms as a phrase, rather than a collection of separate instances of the words.
Numbers 4 and 5, Picture 3: 4 limits the search to returns that have full text of the article available. 5
can be used to limit the dates on your search. Do you really want to go back to 1974? Generally
speaking unless your search produces an enormous number of hits, this is not recommended. If you
really are interested in the most current material, however, make use of this function.
You have selected a field to search, and whether or not you want to employ Boolean Logic, and date
restrictions. Press the search button, and a list of hits appears. With luck it will have articles relevant to
the information you are seeking. Each hit contains the following information:
(picture 6)

The title should be obvious.
1. Is the author of the article: Lazgeen Mohammed Ahmed in this case.
2. Is the journal in which the article appeared: American Acupuncturist in this case. At which point
you can find out if the library has a paper copy of the journal, or you will have to proceed to number 4.
3. The date the journal was published. The New England Journal of Medicine has a three month delay
after publication before full text is available online, and there may be other journals with similar
restrictions.
4. The link to the full text PDF version of the article. Download, save to your flash drive, and you have
it.
And, as always, if there are questions ask the librarian!

