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April 8, 2020 
 
Dear Students, Faculty, and Staff, 
 
As you all know, the safety situation of social distancing and mitigation is working in the US 
and it must continue for some time, but it will end. 
 
Since the summer term starts in less than a month, and there is a lot to do, administration is 
working hard to get things in order. We have to make decisions to protect everyone’s health 
in light of local, state, and federal guidelines which are further complicated by accreditation 
allowances for online clinic and Financial Aid requirements of minimum credit hours.   As a 
result, the most significant decision we can make at this point is that the summer semester 
will start on-line. If circumstances change in June or later and we are allowed to resume in-
person classes, we will be able transition to this. Because we also have to comply with 
accreditation standards clinic cannot continue as we did this spring as the number of hours 
allowed is limited and patient contact numbers must be met. Boulder August grads are most 
affected by this, and so we are making decisions in light of current guidelines to 
accommodate them. However, as of this moment, all August grads must delay their 
graduation date to December 2020. 
 
As a result, the following procedures are in effect and will roll out as thoughtfully and in as 
timely a manner as possible.  
 

1. The new summer schedule will be released for your respective campus as soon as 
we know what we can do. Essentially most clinics and most practical classes have 
been moved to the fall, and some didactic classes moved into the summer.  

 
2. Boulder August grads must consult your Academic Dean and FA advisor when we 

know what you can and cannot take. 
 

3. All students reserve the right to change their graduation date, keeping in mind 
that we control very little. Once the schedule is out, if you have questions, please 
consult your Academic Dean for advising.   

 
4. We hope that no later than the week of April 20 the revised book list will be 

available along with the instructions for how to reregister.  
 

5. Hopefully, no later than the week of April 27 Populi will be uploaded with syllabi, 
rubrics, and other course documents and you will receive your Zoom number 
before classes start. 

 
6. Classes will begin May 4 as planned. 
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7. Financial aid has distinct requirements that have not been changed by the 
government so you may need to consult the FA advisor. Depending on how these 
processes go FA disbursements may be delayed but every effort will be made to 
release them on time. 
 

We will continue to update you as needed on the evolving situation largely concerning 
accreditation allowances which we are involved with every day. They too are regulated by 
the Department of Education, so it is a complicated process that every agency is dealing with 
in the commitment to ensure that your education is not compromised. In the meantime, this 
is how we project things unfolding.  Please be safe, well, and optimistic and supportive of 
each other during this difficult time. 
 
Skya Abbate, DOM 
Executive Director 
 
 
 
 


