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Meeting the Needs of Today’s Students Through Flexible Online Learning
By Susan Chaney, PhD, Santa Fe Academic Dean
Southwest Acupuncture College has been a leader in the field of Oriental medicine education since its inception in 1980.
One of our latest adaptive changes to education trends has been the introduction of online courses embedded into our
Master’s programs, which began in the spring of 2018. With excellence in education as a consideration of our mission, our
programs acknowledge the maturity and independence of today’s adult learners. Our online courses provide students flexible
learning schedules that meet a variety of unique learning needs and life circumstances while also guiding our students to
become independent healthcare providers.
The most recent cohorts to enter the master’s programs have expressed an appreciation for the learning process that online
courses offer. Nicholas Flores, a student in the fall 2019 cohort recently expressed his enthusiasm for the online courses,
when he commented on his first online class, stating, “I’ve taken lots of online courses, but the Introduction to Chinese
Medical Theory was the best online course I’ve ever taken!” Another student noted that, online Biomedicine instructor, Dr.
Ruth Oliver, DPN, who has over 12 years of online teaching experience, has high expectations, but each weekly lesson is
packed with a wealth of information to support that expectation. These comments speak to the integrity and caliber of
instructors teaching the online program at Southwest Acupuncture College.
The online courses at Southwest Acupuncture College are carefully designed to lead students to achieve a high taxonomy
of thought and understanding through weekly discussion questions, case studies, and other various assessments that engage
a variety of learning styles. Our Master of Acupuncture/Master of Chinese Herbal Medicine (MAc/MCHM) program
consists of 3092 hours of study in the five branches of Oriental medicine—acupuncture, Chinese herbology, nutrition,
Chinese physical therapies and Chinese exercise therapies. The Master of Acupuncture program (MAc) does not contain
the herbal component and consists of 2525.5 hours of study. The online component in the MAc/MCHM program constitutes
46.1% of the didactic hours and 48.1% of the didactic hours in the MAc program. In this format students do not take more
than two online courses in any one semester. What this translates to for students, is a decrease in daily travel. Depending on
the program and matriculation rate, some students are able to have a commute schedule of only two days per week. This is
a boon for many students where carving out individual time becomes a luxury, especially if your travel time is greater than
an hour one way.
If you are curious about online education in Oriental Medicine, come check us out! Our embedded online Master’s programs
still allow students to move into clinic observation by the second semester of their matriculation and hands-on learning is a
priority. If you are an alum, you may want to consider auditing a previously taken didactic course online for national exam
preparation.
Southwest Acupuncture College is certified by the U.S. Department of Education to participate in Title IV Student Aid Programs.
• Approved by the New Mexico Board of Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine
• Approved by the Colorado Commission on Higher Education
• Approved by the California Acupuncture Committee
• Approved for Veteran’s benefits
• Authorized under Federal law to enroll non-immigrant alien students
• Member–Council of Colleges of Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine (CCAOM)
• Licensed by New Mexico Higher Education Department
The Accreditation Commission for Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine (ACAOM) granted Southwest Acupuncture College
(SWAC) and its Master’s degree programs continuing institutional accreditation for a period of seven (7) years, effective 11
August 2018.

